


Child poverty in Asia
Growing up in Asia over the next ten years will be
a significant challenge for many children.  Of the
1.27 billion children in Asian developing countries,
600 million or almost 50%, will be severely
deprived of some of their basic needs – food, safe
water, sanitation, health services, shelter, education
services and information.  Over 350 million of them
will be absolutely poor.  The vast majority of these
children will live in rural areas in South Asia, which
has the world’s highest levels of child malnutrition,
lack of sanitation and girls out of school.

They will be deprived because of their families’ lack
of resources and lack of access to health, education and water and
sanitation services, and income opportunities.  But they will also be
deprived because of how they are treated by the adults and
institutions around them.  Girls often do not go to school, not
because of the lack of a school, but because of the attitudes of
their parents.

Behind these huge, but abstract numbers lie countless tales of
injustice, struggle and wasted potential.  Such a magnitude of child
poverty in Asia is a serious challenge to the economic development
and security of the region, as 600 million severely deprived
children grow up into a similar number of very poor adults in a few
years.

The underlying causes of child poverty are many
and inter-related: the pressures of population
growth on Asia’s scarce natural resources; the
unequal distribution of the gains from economic
growth and globalisation; the persistence of
gender and caste discrimination; weak
governance, dominance of elites and corruption
to name a few.

In every developing country in Asia, there are
huge efforts by very committed individuals and
organisations in the public, non-governmental

and private sectors to combat these causes, and provide the
resources to alleviate poverty.  But what Plan and other
development organisations recognise, is that the direct
involvement of poor children, their families and communities in
these efforts is essential if they are to succeed.

Plan in Asia
Plan has been operating in Asia since 1948.  In 2005, Plan
operated in 12 countries across Asia in thousands of very poor,
usually rural, communities working with the children, adults, local
partners and government organisations to fight child poverty and
help children realise their full potential.

Plan’s operations in Asia are supported by Plan’s sponsorship and
development education programs.  Sponsorship links 400,000
poor families in Asia with families in developed countries.  Their
contribution enables the communities Plan works in to make
long-term plans for their future.  Plan’s development education
programs aim to explain to people everywhere the causes of child
poverty, what happens to children when they are poor, and what
can be done to help them.

Over the next 10 years, Plan will channel around US$ 1 billion of
funds to its operations in Asia.  The purpose of this Growing Up In
Asia (GUIA) strategic framework is to provide Plan staff, and all
who work with or contribute to Plan, a single reference that
captures the breadth of interventions needed to tackle child
poverty in Asia in the next 10 years.

Children in Maharajganj, Uttar Pradesh, India.
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Children enjoy water supply from a well supported by

Plan Vietnam.
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Children are immunised by a paramedic
in a satellite clinic in Bangladesh.
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Seven million Cambodians were registered within ten months

through the mobile national civil registration campaign.
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